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To increase economic 

opportunity and improve 

the quality of life for all 

rural Americans. 

Mission: 

Secretary of Agriculture 

Thomas J. Vilsack 

“USDA Rural Development provides loan 
and grant financing as well as technical 
assistance to develop housing, 
community facilities, businesses, 
infrastructure, and renewable energy 
ventures in rural areas. In addition to 
providing direct loan and grant 
assistance, USDA Rural Development 
also partners with private sector lenders and development organizations 
to carry out local community development projects. Rural Development's 
more than 40 financial assistance programs, in addition to its ability to 
leverage private sector resources, give USDA the flexibility to invest in a 
wide range of projects that are reinvigorating rural towns and bringing 
new job opportunities for local residents.  

As I often say, USDA is not just about helping farms and farmers. USDA 
Rural Development’s mission is a great example of the extraordinary 
reach of USDA programs throughout the rural economy. “ 

 

Lisa Mensah 

“The vitality of rural America is critical to 
ensuring the strength of our economy, the 
affordability of our food, the independence 
of our energy supply, and the vibrancy of 
small communities. The Obama 
Administration is committed to ensuring 

that rural communities are economically strong, sound and sustainable.  

At USDA Rural Development, many of our employees live and work in the 
same rural communities alongside our rural customers and stakeholders 
and partner organizations. We are truly fortunate and unique to serve 
rural America at the grassroots level. The investment work we do is 
important, and has lasting impacts both in rural America and for our 
overall economy. We look forward to continuing this work that improves 
the quality of life for rural residents and provides them with greater 
economic opportunities. We had great success delivering assistance to 
rural communities in 2014, and we look forward to a great 2015.” 

A rural America that is a 

healthy, safe, and 

prosperous place to live 

and work. 

Vision: 

Under Secretary for USDA 
Rural Development 
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Wisconsin Rural Development employees take pride in their service to rural 

communities and their record of performance in the delivery of resources across 

Wisconsin.  

Rural health, energy production and conservation, safe affordable housing, 

community facilities, water and waste systems, all contribute to a rural landscape 

and infrastructure essential to community economic development, stability, and 

prosperity.  

Each day brings new challenges… and with them come new opportunities for 

engagement, collaboration, innovation, and pursuit of our common wealth in a 

manner that gives consideration to the environment, social structure, and diversity of the Wisconsin 

landscape.  

This Progress Report provides an overview of our 2014 accomplishments and collective 

achievements in service to the Rural Development mission here in Wisconsin.  

We welcome and appreciate your interest and consideration. 

 

 

Stan Gruszynski 

Wisconsin State Director 

USDA Rural Development 
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Rural Business and Cooperative Programs 

In fiscal year 2014, USDA Rural Development invested $37.3 

million in Wisconsin rural businesses, supporting 133 projects 

that helped to create or save nearly 1,050 jobs . Business and 

Cooperative Programs serve Wisconsin communities by 

creating new business, growing production, maintaining jobs, 

conducting feasibility studies, improving rural energy 

development, creating professional business plans, and 

increasing revenue for rural business ventures.  

Intevation Food Group 

In 2012, Intevation Food Group, a food manufacturing 

company in Plover, Wis., partnered with CAP Services, a local 

community action agency serving north-central Wisconsin, to 

assist in obtaining the financing needed to construct a new 

plant under a lease-purchase agreement. CAP Services 

leveraged their long standing history and experience to 

secure a $5.9 million USDA Rural Development Business & 

Industry Guaranteed Loan through United Farm Credit 

Services. This unique partnership enabled Intevation Food 

Group to lease a new 100,000 square foot food processing 

plant and headquarters; and to create 48 new jobs. 

Since then, Intevation Food Group has grown the business, 

increased production, and developed new product lines. In 

September of 2014, Intevation Food Group was able secure a 

USDA Rural Development Business & Industry Guaranteed 

Loan of their own, through Hometown Bank. Intevation Food 

Group used the $6.4 million loan to complete the lease 

purchase agreement with CAP Services, and to purchase new 

equipment and machinery to expand production. Today, 

Intevation Food Group has 126 employees working at the 

state-of-the-art manufacturing plant.  With seasonal positions 

also available, the total workforce is more than 200.  

More information on Rural Business and Cooperative Programs 
can be found on pages 8 and 9. 
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Rural Housing Programs 

Well built, affordable housing is essential to the vitality of 

rural communities. USDA Rural Development improved rural 

housing in Wisconsin with $449.7 million in loans and grants 

to build, repair, rehabilitate, and purchase, both, multi-

family and single family homes that ultimately improve the 

quality of life in rural Wisconsin. USDA Rural Development 

provides funding for single-family homes, apartments for 

lower-income families or the elderly, and housing for farm 

laborers. In fiscal year 2014, the agency obligated 139 direct 

loans and 3,290 loan guarantees to finance home purchases 

for rural Wisconsin families.  

Adams County Housing Authority 

In 2014, Adams County Housing Authority completed a 

major renovation project that included three separate multi-

family housing complexes located in Adams and Friendship, 

Wis. A total of 91 units were updated, including 62 units 

receiving USDA Rural Development Rental Assistance. The 

improvements included new windows, doors, flooring, 

carpeting, painting, appliances, window coverings, plumbing, 

hot water heaters, parking lots and lighting, new walkways, 

new common area upgrades, and ensuring ADA compliance. 

USDA Rural Development provided $1,457,502 in a Multi-

Family Housing Preservation and Revitalization (MPR) 

Program direct loan towards the project. The complexes are 

operated and managed by Wisconsin Management. 

More information on Rural Housing Programs can be found on 
page 7.  
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Rural Community Facilities Programs 

During fiscal year 2014, USDA Rural Development invested 

$44.6 million in rural Wisconsin through Community Facilities 

Program loans and grants. The 16 different projects are 

benefiting more than 59,000 rural Wisconsin residents. 

Community Facilities Programs help build, expand, 

rehabilitate, and support the development of hospitals, clinics, 

senior care facilities, child care, fire, police,  and rescue 

stations, community centers, public buildings, vocational and 

medical rehabilitation centers, and much more.  

Rhinelander Area Food Pantry 

To assist the families who have fallen on hard times, the 

Rhinelander Area Food Pantry (RAFP) works to ensure 

everyone has access to food, and no family goes hungry.  

However, in order to meet the growing needs for its services, 

RAFP needed more space and updated equipment. After  

months of fundraisers, RAFP moved to a new, larger 7,200-

square-foot facility more suited for food distribution. 

Previously, the food bank had been sharing space with a local 

thrift store. USDA Rural Development awarded RAFP a 

$26,000 Community Facilities grant to buy equipment for the 

new location, including shopping carts, a forklift and two floor 

scales to weigh food. The project was also supported through 

a grant from the state.  

RAFP serves nearly 500 families each month and distributes 

500,000 pounds of food per year. The food bank runs a 

‘Weekend Food for Kids” program that brings backpacks filled 

with food to about 200 children on weekends, to ensure that 

they don’t go hungry when school breakfasts and lunches 

aren’t available.  

 
More information on Rural Community Facilities Programs can be 
found on page7. 
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Rural Utilities Programs  

USDA Rural Development invested $38 million during fiscal 

year 2014 supporting 15 infrastructure projects to provide 

reliable and clean drinking water, waste treatment systems, 

electric power, distance learning technology and other 

telecommunications services in 47 rural communities across 

Wisconsin.  

Eleva - Strum Joint Sewerage Commission 

Both the Village of Eleva and the Village of Strum, located in 

Trempealeau County, were facing aging wastewater 

treatment facilities and WI Department of Natural Resources 

violations due to the degrading systems. In order to address 

the issues, leaders from both communities worked with 

USDA Rural Development staff, using two Pre-Development 

Planning Grants, to adopt a cost effective, long-range plan. 

The plan formed the Eleva-Strum Joint Sewerage 

Commission to construct, operate, and manage the new 

water treatment and sewer collection facility. USDA Rural 

Development approved $6.06 million in Water and Waste 

Disposal loans and grants to help with the cost of 

constructing a new regional wastewater treatment facility. 

The Wisconsin Economic Development Administration also 

provided a $400,000 Community Block Development Grant. 

This project will ultimately benefit the residents, the 

environment, and surrounding communities by ensuring 

clean and safe water in the area. 

More information on Rural Utilities Programs can be found on 
page 10. 
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Wisconsin FY 2014 Financial Report 

 Funding Amt.  # Awarded 

Rural Community Facilities Programs   

Community Facility Direct Loans $41,600,000 3 

Community Facility Loan 
Guarantees 

$2,215,000 1 

Community Facility Grants $795,095 15 

 Total: $44,610,095 19 
 

Rural Utilities Programs   

Water and Waste Direct Loans $22,915,630 10 

Water and Waste Loan Guarantees $0 0 

Water and Waste Grants $9,504,130 18 

Telecommunications Loans and 
Grants 

$805,778 3 

Electric Loans $4,800,000 1 

  Total: $38,025,538 32 
     

All Other Programs $1,058,342 6 

Rural Business & Cooperative Programs 

Rural Single Family Housing Programs 

Rural Multi-Family Housing Programs 

Rural Community Facilities Programs 

Rural Utilities Programs 

All Others 

 Funding Amt.  # Awarded 

Rural Business & Cooperative Programs   

Business and Industry Loan 
Guarantees 

$33,702,500 6 

Intermediary Relending Program $1,000,000 1 

Renewable Energy Loans and Grants $426,117 110 

Business Grants $900,992 9 

Rural Economic Development Loans 
and Grants 

$992,000 3 

Value-Added Producer Grants $342,562 4 

  Total: $37,364,171 133 
 

Rural Single Family Housing Programs   

Single Family Housing Direct Loans $16,100,374 139 

Single Family Housing Loan 
Guarantees 

$414,611,488 3,290 

Home Repair Loans and Grants $947,587 167 

Self Help Housing Technical 
Assistance Grants 

$0 0 

  Total: $431,659,449 3,596 
 

Rural Multi-Family Housing Programs    

Multi-Family Housing Direct Loans $1,165,492 4 

Multi-Family Housing Loan 
Guarantees 

$0 0 

Farm Labor Housing Loans and 
Grants 

$0 0 

Rental Assistance $16,873,432 272 

  Total: $18,038,924 276 

This table reflects funding levels for USDA Rural Development programs 
as of Sept. 30, 2014. These figures can be subject to change based on 
de-obligations or other adjustments that may occur after the close of 
the fiscal year.  

$570.7 Million Investment 

in Rural Wisconsin 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its 
customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and 
where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, 
sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in 
any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohib-
ited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

To File an Employment Complaint 
 If you wish to file an employment complaint, you must contact your agency’s 
EEO Counselor (PDF) within 45 days of the date of the alleged discriminatory act, 
event, or in the case of a personnel action. Additional information can be found 
online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_file.html. 

To File a Program Complaint 
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete 
the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form (PDF), found online at http://
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call 
(866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of 
the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or 
letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudi-
cation, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax 
(202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov. 

Persons with Disabilities 
Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities and you 
wish to file either an EEO or program complaint please contact USDA through 
the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in Spanish). 

Persons with disabilities who wish to file a program complaint, please see infor-
mation above on how to contact us by mail directly or by email. If you require 
alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) please contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD). 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
For any other information dealing with Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP) issues, persons should either contact the USDA SNAP Hotline Num-
ber at (800) 221-5689, which is also in Spanish or call the State Information/
Hotline Numbers. 

All Other Inquiries 
For any other information not pertaining to civil rights, please refer to the listing 
of the USDA Agencies and Offices for specific agency information. 

March 2015 

Wisconsin State Office 
5417 Clem’s Way 
Stevens Point, WI 54482 
Phone: 715-345-7600 
Email: RD.StateOffice@wi.usda.gov Website: www.rd.usda.gov/wi 

Area 1: Dodgeville Area Office 
1124 Professional Drive, Suite 100 
Dodgeville, WI  53533 
Phone: 608-935-2791 
E-mail: RD.Dodgeville@wi.usda.gov 
 
Area 2: Shawano Area Office 
603 B Lakeland Road 
Shawano, WI 54166 
Phone: 715-524-8522 
E-mail: RD.Shawano@wi.usda.gov 
 
Area 3: Fond du Lac Area Office 
W6529 Forest Avenue, Suite 200 
Fond du Lac, WI 54937 
Phone: 920-907-2976 
E-mail: RD.FondduLac@wi.usda.gov 
 
Area 4: Menomonie Area Office 
390 Red Cedar Street, Suite G 
Menomonie, WI 54751 
Phone: 715-232-2614 
E-mail: RD.Menomonie@wi.usda.gov 
 
Area 5: Stevens Point Area Office 
5417 Clem’s Way 
Stevens Point, WI 54482 
Phone: 715-345-7625 
E-mail: RD.StevensPoint@wi.usda.gov 
 
Area 6: Spooner Area Office 
800 North Front Street, Room 103 
Spooner, WI 54801 
Phone: 715-635-8228 
E-mail: RD.Spooner@wi.usda.gov 
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*

Menomonie Area Office
390 Red Cedar Street, Suite G
Menomonie WI 54751
Phone: 715-232-2614
Fax: 715-233-3210
E-mail: RD.Menomonie@wi.usda.gov

Fond du Lac Area Office
W6529 Forest Avenue, Suite 200
Fond du Lac WI 54937
Phone: 920-907-2976
Fax: 920-907-2983
E-mail: RD.FondduLac@wi.usda.gov

Stevens Point Area Office
1462 Strongs Avenue
Stevens Point WI 54481
Phone: 715-346-1313
Fax: 715-343-6222
E-mail: RD.StevensPoint@wi.usda.gov

Shawano Area Office
603B Lakeland Road
Shawano WI 54166
Phone: 715-524-8522
Fax: 715-526-6121
E-mail: RD.Shawano@wi.usda.gov

Dodgeville Area Office
138 S Iowa Street, Suite 2
Dodgeville WI 53533
Phone: 608-935-2791
Fax: 608-935-3544
E-mail: RD.Dodgeville@wi.usda.gov

Area 1
Carol Wetuski, Area Director

Area 2
Brian Hudson, Area Director

Area 3
Brian Hudson, Area Director

Area 4
Sue Larson, Area Director

Area 5
Barb Brewster, Area Director

Area 6
Cora Schultz, Area Director

Spooner Area Office
800 N Front Street, Room 102
Spooner WI 54801
Phone: 715-635-8228
Fax: 715-635-6816
E-mail: RD.Spooner@wi.usda.gov

Rural Development Area Office* Rural Development State Office

State Office

4949 Kirschling Court
Stevens Point WI 54481
Phone: 715-345-7600

Administrative Programs
Lori Wells, Program Director

Phone: 715-345-7680
Fax: 715-345-7688
E-mail: RD.ADMIN.SO@wi.usda.gov

*

(Revised 04-05-2012)

Housing Programs
Dave Schwobe, Program Director

Phone: 715-345-7620
Fax: 715-345-7699
E-mail: RD.SFH.SO@wi.usda.gov

Community Programs
Brian Deaner, Program Director

Phone: 715-345-7610
Fax: 715-345-7616
E-mail: RD.BCP.SO@wi.usda.gov

Business Programs
Jeff Hudson, Program Director

Phone: 715-345-7610
Fax: 715-345-7616
E-mail: RD.BCP.SO@wi.usda.gov
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